THE EVERGREEN TIMES
Second Quarter, 2010

SPRING, 2010
After page one
Calendar of Events
Page 7

Chapter Charter
Members
Page 3

President’s workbench
Page 2

From the Sandbox
By Dick Stamey

Do you recognize this character? If so, write the
answer on the back of a twenty-dollar bill and send
it to….. Oh, wait, just kidding. Write it on a fifty.
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Chapter web site: www.evergreenamca.org
Chapter email: amcaevergreen@gmail.com

Information and links
Oregon Trail Chapter website, new! Check it out
www.amcaotc.org
How batteries work, the whole story:
www.vonwentzel.net/battery/00.glossary/index.html

and just for fun
http://geezersgarage.info

Does it get any better than this?

The President’s Workbench
This year Tenino turns thirty! Well, at least the meet does. Apparently, it began elsewhere and
was moved to our present (incredible) location some years back. I’m looking forward to reading
the chapter history Mike Brown is compiling with the help of some of our dinosaur members. If
you have any information, stories, or memorabilia from the early years, be sure to let Mike know.
So mark your calendar (August 21-22) and help get the word out. If anyone wants a copy of this
year’s flier, they can download it from the website (EvergreenAMCA.org). Print some up and
spread them around. Take one down to your local indie shop and pin it on the wall. The more
vendors we have, the more likely it is that you will be able to find that unattainable part for your
1932 Whizzbagle PL30 Tri-Wheeler.
We want to see your bike in this year’s show, so ride it on down. If it doesn’t run, bring it anyway.
There is no entry fee, and the awards are nice. We’re expanding the Judge’s Choice categories to
include, among others, best bobber, best Japanese bike, best European bike, and so on. I can’t
really remember how many bikes were entered last year—that sort of fact would fit well here—but
it was a bunch. And this year, I’d love to see a bigger bunch. So, come on, guys. Ride ‘em, don’t
hide ‘em, guys. Let’s see all those nasty machines.
On a personal note, I’m forging ahead on the final construction details of my Silverdale Motorcycle
Palace. Oh, hell, I am not. What I have is a giant mess. I go out and work for seven or eight hours,
and at the end of the day, I’m further behind than when I started. I spend most of my time
shuffling piles of parts from one spot to another and looking for tools. The shop really looked nice
until I started moving all my crap into it.
Speaking of my shop, the Canal run, our spring opener embarks from that location. Last year we
had thirteen bikes (hell, I don’t know how many there were—prove me wrong). This year, we’re
looking for a record turnout. For details on the run, contact AMCA power broker and former gogo dancer Shaun Brown. Or, better, yet, check our website. We’ll have the details up soon.
A final word—the Chapter web site continues to be updated, sometimes even more than once a
month! So be sure to take a look at it often to get the latest news, see new pictures, and keep up
with coming events. Check it out now. If you have any pictures of past runs or other Evergreen
AMCA events, send them to the editor and he’ll put them up.
Chapter links: www.evergreenamca.org and evergreenamca@gmail.com
Much regards,
Tom Deem, President, Evergreen Chapter of AMCA
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$ Chapter Treasurers Report $
Let me just take a break from cleaning out the goo between my webbed
feet… Still 6470 dollars in the chapter’s pocketbook with more members
signing up for another year; we thank you.
Mike Taylor has some vendor questionnaires for you to fill with suggestions
for better swap meets. Contact him --- mtroytaylor@hotmail.com.
“If you don’t know where you are going, you might wind up someplace
else” Yogi Berra ……. End up at our next meeting at JR’s Whistle Stop in
Spanaway for a special preview of a motorcycle judging video. Learn how to
make your rolling thunder shine right!
See you in the funny papers, Bubbs

The Evergreen Chapter, a Historical Perspective
Introduction
I’ve wanted to get this started for a long time. I think it is important to “remember” where and
how the Chapter came to be, and what has happened over the years that make the Chapter what it
is today. And, in the future, if the Chapter is still a going concern, having a narrative to refer to is,
if not important, at least interesting. During the annual Chapter Christmas Dinner this past
December, I spoke with a few members including Ian Davidson and Gary Porter, who both told
me to talk to the other. So I did for a bit, and came to realize that there is a lot to record and retell.
They say they don’t remember much, but in the short time we talked, it was apparent that they
both know a lot more than they think they do. Conducting those kind of interviews is going to be
an important part of this narrative, and it will take some time, likely years. There are many more of
you out there that know more than you think you do. I encourage you to offer your memories, and
I will be glad to sit down with you and get those memories down in black and white.
With Shaun’s help, we have recovered some documents that have been squirreled away gathering
dust. Those will start this thing off for now. Additionally, Norm Gerlich has been kind enough to
put together a brief narrative of his recollections.
Please let me know if you would like to contribute. We need stuff from way back in 1979, and
anything between then and now. Plus, before the Chapter became a Chapter of the AMCA, those
charter members were an organization. We know who they are, but what were they doing?
Pictures of those charter members would be great to have as well.
The Editor
Continued on page 4
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Norm Gerlich provides the first part of this perspective
The Evergreen Chapter of the AMCA was first started in 1979 when a group of nine motorcycle
enthusiasts from the local northwest area decided to formalize their love and passion of “old iron“.
The Chapter for many years was the only organization that represented this passion for riders and
collectors of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and British Columbia. Its goal had always been to
provide a focal point for members to share their interests and love of old bikes through swap
meets, rides, organized meetings, and just plain old get-togethers. Their common bond was one of
appreciation and preservation of an important part of our American history. The Evergreen
Chapter of the AMCA is proud to be a part of that history.
The Original Charter

4

From The Sandbox
The following story came from a friend of mine who has found a way to create some of his own
very interesting memories. A quote he is known to have uttered is “ when I die, and as my life is
passing before my eyes, I want to have something interesting to watch”. I can tell you that he has
found a unique way of creating those memories.
My friend is Dick Stamey, whom I have known for around forty years. He is the first guy I met on
a motorcycle after moving here from Michigan in 1970. His ride was a Harley Sportster K model,
and it was about the most persnickety machine I have ever come across. Basically, it ran if it felt
like it, which was not often. But on those times when it did, we had more fun than a person
should be allowed to have. Those stories may come at a later date, but for now I’d like you to take
a look at this one. It’s not about motorcycles, but it is a perspective of a time and place that you are
not likely to get unless you have been there as well.
Dick is a private contractor who works in remote areas of the world. He is by trade an electrician,
and his work overseas has taught him that taking anything for granted is probably a mistake. The
story is from an email I received while he was on site in Afghanistan. It may give you a glimpse of
life there that is not like what you hear and see from the mainstream media.

“Because you just can’t make this stuff up”
By Dick Stamey (unedited)

That is the old saying here in the sand box. As much as I have traveled here I still, every day, see things that
make me realize what a world away I am. The attached is just a few examples I wanted to share.
If you get a chance I recommend reading "The Bookseller of Kabul" by Asne Seirstad. It is a real page
turner and quite educational on life here and why it is so hard to change things. The pic is one of the
bookstores of the seller of Kabul books. Anyway, I just happened to have the camera out that day as we
went by. By the way it is in what is considered a pretty nice part of town. Not exactly your local Barnes and
Noble. There is a copier right next door too. Most of the business neighborhoods for the most part are
product specific, like aisles at the store. One street has plumbing, another street has auto parts, another
pharmaceuticals. In front of or around most all of them are cart vendors selling fruit and vegetables. Pretty
handy really.
I also went by the KFC. I didn't get any chicken from the colonel here but I hear the slaw is the best. I am
not going near the pizza and I will pass on the home delivery. I bet you could put a lot of C-4 in a pizza box.
Then there was donkey boy bollixing up traffic. Those guy's are everywhere here hauling stuff. Mostly kid's
drive them. The guy's in the background are putting up more concrete walls, and even higher ones. Not a
real good sign. Everyone is getting ready for the push.
If you think about it, the place is like a wild west town in the early 1800's. No real law but the folks
wouldn't mind it. Pretty hard scrabble life for most everyone and they are just trying to get by really. You
can open up a business most anywhere, there are lots of storefront to choose from. They are blown out by
either the Russians, the Mujahadeen, or us and so not really prime real estate. No one uses much power so
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that is not an issue. Nothing goes on here till 8:30 a.m. and most everything closes at 3:30 in the afternoon.
War or not, that is the Afghan way. I once saw a kid selling cabinet doors. Just the doors. He had about 25 or
so of various sizes and had set up shop.......where else..... down the street where you would go look for stuff
like that, millwork street I guess.
So I went last week to get a haircut from "Aziz the Barbar". After discussing what I wanted in a trim and
going over length and shape and all, he pulled out his clippers, which by the way are powered by hand like
garden shears, and went to work cutting my hair just the way he wanted anyway. High, tight and white on
the sides and long and combed over on the top. By the time I get home my hair will look like Professor
Bunsen Burner's assistant Beaker. Eeeeee! Like Pop used to say, you can't give a bad haircut , you just run
out of hair.
I would have complained but he then pulls out the straight razor, gets me in a headlock and goes after
my neck hairs. When there is an Muslim knife in his hand holding on to your head and getting ready to
....hopefully shave you.....you try to be vewy, vewy quiet and not upset him. I have had more than my share
of haircuts over here and every time they do that shave the neck thing I get a pucker factor of about 10. Then
right after you get the head and neck massage for about 5 minutes to kind of smooth things over. Not that
there's anything wrong with that!
Last week we got about 3-4" of snow one day and then rain for a day or 2. The first real moisture since I got
here Jan 1. Afterwards the sky was so clear and the peaks around here were spectacular. The Hindu Kush
range makes the Cascades look like mole hills. That lasted for 1 day. Then it dried out and the smog settled
back in. At 6000 ft. it doesn't take long. There is an inversion layer here that would blow Jeff Renner's mind.
You wake up, it's clear till about 8 a.m., then the smog settles in for the rest of the day. The air is shite and
even the locals go around with masks on a lot of the time. No wonder the average life expectancy here is like
...45 years. It's like smoking 3 packs a day....3 packs of camel dung, unfiltered!
I am off coffee. It is so bad here I switched to tea. No, really, I did! Green tea. It kind of tastes like old wet
hay, but in a good way. Still, better than the chicken piss they are pushing here as java. I mean they gulp that
swill down. It makes sense if you think about it. I have met no one here that lives west of the Missouri
River. When they ask me where I am from I say Seattle because if I say Washington they say "Oh, your
from Washington State, yea dipstick, right next door to Idaho State, up from Oregon State. There's no state
after Washington but there is a D.C. If I was from Washington D.C., I would say D.C. but I didn't, did I? Oh
nice, Seattle, let's see, that is just up from San Fransico isn't it? I was there once and it didn't rain. They
make coffee there don't they."
Not much else to report. Today I have part of the day off. It is usually groundhog day every day here. Get
up....go to work....this place sucks....how many days do I have left....that many....shoot.... go to bed. Get
up....go to work...how many days... ad infinitum. The only thing that changes are the faces at meals. Folks
rotating in and out of country. I am one of the outies here before too long. When I was here in country
building the embassy back in 2005 I told myself I wouldn't return. I guess after 5 years I forgot. Doooh! I am
now reminded why but I am glad to have been able to help out here.
Oh, and remember I reported on the famous "Goatball" game we watched back in '05? I find out it is called
Buzkashi. It is actually played with a dead calf not a dead goat. Whatever. Karzi has even been known to
play although reportedly he is pretty bad, like Ford was at golf. I wonder if he ever hit anyone in the head
with a dead calf?
All for now. Salaam Alaakam
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Clockwise top left to bottom left: The author, the local bookstore, modes of transportation,
and the KFC.

Evergreen Coming Events
April 24, 2010 @ Noon: Monthly Chapter Meeting
JR’s Whistle Stop, 22225 Mountain Hwy East, Spanaway, WA 98387
(253) 906-6855 www.jrswhistlestop.com
Special Technical Presentation on AMCA Judging
May 22-23, 2010, Hood Canal Run & meeting, Tom & Sherri Deem's ranch,
Silverdale, WA
June 25-26, 2010, John Stanley's Classic Gorge Run, Hood River, OR
July 24, 2010, monthly Chapter meeting
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WANTED
MILITARY 45 REAR FENDER
And
MILITARY 45 SPEEDOMETERS WITH REBUILDABLE CORE

Contact: Steve White, (253) 846-2775
Pellentesque:
Stolen Bike
1958 Harley Davidson “Duo Glide” (Panhead)
Registration: 58FL1923 (Michigan title shows 18FL192)
Title # 169C1920234d
Stolen June 6, 1996, East Point (formerly East Detroit), Michigan
Complaint #96-12146
Please send any information to Peter Mafteiu, (253) 514-8898

Book and Magazine Collection
400+ books on motorcycles and cars
2100+ magazines-U.S. & UK (AMCA, AMA,
VMCC (UK) & VOC (UK).
Prefer to sell the whole bunch.
Contact: Richard (360) 918-8026

2010 Chapter Officers
President-Tom Deem, 415 Riddell Rd. Bremerton, WA 98310
(360)-377-1208 & tdeemon1@comcast.net
Vice President-Mike Taylor, 2225 Riddell Rd. Bremerton, WA
98310, (360) 373-1047 & mtroytaylor@hotmail.com
Secretary-Otto Allison, 6720 N 28th St. Tacoma, WA 98407
(253) 759-3224 & ottoa@w-link.net
Treasurer-Shaun Brown, PO Box 723, Tenino, WA 98589
(360) 264-4210 & shaun@sei-av.com
Editor-Mike Brown, PO Box 723, Tenino, WA 98589
(360) 264-4210 & mike@sei-av.com
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Pan & Shovel Parts
Contact
Tim (360) 754-4346
Or
Bear (360) 264-2696

!!"#"$%&'(")%&*#(&+,%!
!"#"$%&'(")%&*#(&+,%!
!
!!"#"$"%&%""'#(!)*+"%,-!
!"#"$"%&%""'#(!)*+"%,-!

30th ANNIVERSARY
SWAP MEET & SHOW
TENINO, WASHINGTON

AUGUST 21 & 22, 2010
Antique-Vintage-Classic
Motorcycles, Bicycles and Scooters
Rolling stock-basket cases-parts-accessories

Held in the beautiful old growth
timber of the Tenino City Park
7 miles east of I-5 at exit 88.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC--FREE ADMISSION
!"#$%&'()*+"(',-.'"*+/'0%&'1/"'"#12&"'"!"#1'
!"#$%&'+*3)2#4',5')"&'$*6'
Registration and set up begins Friday night (come early, get the best spaces)
The gate opens at 8:00 AM Saturday morning and the swapping continues through
Sunday afternoon.
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Evergreen Chapter Shopping Mall
2006 Swap Meet Shirts, $5.00 ea.
2 small - grey with dark green chapter logo on the pocket
75+/- Evergreen Chapter Koozies, $1.00 ea.
37 Evergreen Chapter penlights, $3.00 ea.
2008 Swap Meet Shirts, $10.00 ea.
2 small black
4 medium black
2 medium tan
3 large black
2008 National Road Run Shirt, $10.00 ea.
1 XL long sleeve grey with black lettering

SOLD, IT’S GONE!

Evergreen Chapter long sleeve shirts (members only)
3 large, @20.00 ea.
1 XL (large logo), $20.00 ea.
2 XXL (large logo), $25.00 ea.
2009 Swap Meet Shirts, $20.00 ea.
1 medium tank, black
10 large, sage
7 large tank, black
9 XL tank, black
2 XXL tank, black
Pick up at a meeting or other chapter event, or pay for shipping $5.00 ea.

Next meeting: April 24, 2010, Noon
JR’s Whistle Stop
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Editor, Evergreen chapter
PO Box 723
Tenino, WA98589
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