JANUARY 2015

VOL 2 ISSUE 1

Evergreen Chapter Newsletter
www.evergreenamca.org

Presidents Blather
The warmest, sunniest winter in history and
here I sit with a lame arm. BAH!
Fortunately, some of the Kitsap members
have volunteered to come over and do a little
bike tinkering in my garage, so something
may get accomplished despite me. Check the
website calendar. We have some fun stuff
coming up this year.
Many thanks to the lovely and multi-talented
Sheryl Baker for taking our beat up old
chapter sandwich board sign and making it
look new again. Amazing.
Tom Deem

Come enjoy digging through parts, hearing
& telling stories and maybe you’ll find the
deal of the day…

12th Annual WVM Vintage Swap
Meet, Saturday Apr. 25th
in Mt. Vernon
http://www.washingtonvintagemotorcyclists
.org/swappics.html

then continue North to
Classic Bike Swap Meet
Sunday, April 26th;
Cloverdale Fairgrounds, B.C.
www.ClassicBikeSwapMeet.com

Helmet or Not? SENATE BILL 5198

PLACE PHOTO HERE,
OTHERWISE DELETE BOX
An act relating to the use of motorcycle
helmets; and amending RCW 46.37.530.

Basically, if you are over age 18 or riding a
bike older than 25 years, you have the
option to wear a helmet or not.

The feature bike this year will be Dan Smith's
1939 Velocette Roarer. The original bike, and
the only one ever built, was a supercharged
500cc twin by Smith, with the exception of the
headlight, speedo, and tires…..The springs for
the saddle were even made by Smith.

Our Evergreen Chapter Holiday Event was held
January 17th. Members met at “America’s Car
Museum” in Tacoma, and viewed the LeMay
collection, as well as many other very cool and
rare historic wheeled vehicles.
Dinner followed at the Old Spaghetti Factory,
after negotiating the construction detours
downtown. If you missed it, you missed out!
What a great club turnout, a feast for the eyes
and tummy with 30+ members in attendance!
Thanks and KUDO’s to Jim Freeman for making
the arrangements.
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Oh for the love of…… Riding!
Contributed By Nate Zawlocki

Reading Otto’s write-up of the Hood River Run
in the last Evergreen newsletter inspired me to
do my own write-up of the event but from a
little different perspective. There is no doubt
that my time in Hood River riding with the
likes of John Stanley and other Evergreen
members was one of the highlights of my
summer, and I want to relay to you the story of
ride to and from Hood River.
Solo travel on a motorcycle has always been
special to me, because it is just you and the
road. The bike chosen for this mission was a
1978 XLH (Jim is no longer allowed to call me
about motorcycles for sale on Craigslist!)
Purchased just 4 months before the trip and
“The Runner” and Mt. St. Helens hiding
quickly brought out of hibernation for the
(above) Watching air born wind surfers
summer season. After a tune-up and a couple of
miles under her belt to assure road worthiness
it’s time to hit the road to Hood River. I think
Mr. Freeman summed this bike up the best
when he said “DUDE! That bike’s a
RUNNER!”
Starting on the Kitsap Peninsula on a Thursday,
the ride down started through Tacoma to
highway 7 then down past Tacoma’s reservoir
on some nice two lanes. After a short stint on
12 to the town of Randle for gas (remember 2.2
gallons isn’t much) I snaked down the back
side of St. Helens all by myself. I believe I saw
a total of 5 cars on that road from Randle to
Carson. The sun was shining; I was on my way
to meet up with great friends, and the XLH
loved the mountain roads. Life was good! Riding 14 East along the Columbia towards Hood River
and watching all the nuts wind surf was Zen like. The only glitch in the trip down was the grated
bridge at Hood River! I had crossed that bridge before and swore never again, but today I felt
brave! For those of you that have not encountered that bridge let me give you a quick rundown.
Narrow, check; old, check; grated the whole way, check; 40 MPH cross wind, check; oversized RV
coming the other way, check. To top it off, they want me to pay for the pleasure AFTER I get to
the other side! I made it. Paid my 75 cents, life goes on, now with a slightly elevated pulse.
I met up with Jim Freeman and his friend from out of state at a hotel he graciously let me crash in
for a couple nights along with hauling most of my crap down to keep the load on the sporty light.
Ride down was just shy of 200 miles…
To be continued next newsletter…
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In 2011 & 2012, we went to the Bonneville
Salt Flats for Speed Week. Now, if you haven’t
ever been to this event, it is one to consider for
your “bucket list”. The event lasts all week,
but the preparation to take a bike on the salt
took us close to a year, so start your planning
early. First, check out the SCTA website for
details; http://www.scta-bni.org/ and review
the SCTI rule book--it’s the reference you’ll
need to make your bike comply for the class
you’ll enter. Book your room 8-12 months in
advance, unless you plan to RV it on the Salt.
By the first of May, you should have paid your
registration, sent in your bike picture for the
program, and be on build schedule for the mid
August trip. This may mean regularly waking
your spouse at 4AM on Sunday morning (and
probably the neighbors) when you try to be
quiet working on it in the garage. You’ll want
to put a few hundred miles on the bike to make
sure it’s all broke in and bugs worked out a
couple months ahead. You’ll also need one
piece or zip together leathers and an approved
full-face helmet, a10lb. fire extinguisher and
shade umbrella! Tech Inspection can be
stressful; they go over every point to ensure
rider safety. First-timers must go through
Rookie Training, which takes about 3 hours.
Then, it’s just waiting for your turn at the
starting line. Being out on the salt is surreal.
It’s bright and white and hot out, but the salt is
cool to the touch. It’s an immense area—5+
miles to the starting line from the pits. With
three courses, there is a constant distant roar of
engines as wheeled vehicles of all types make
runs down the 3 or 5 mile courses. Every kind
of car, truck, and motorcycle you can
imagine—all there to go as fast as they can.
Even if you don’t set a record (most don’t) the
whole experience is once in a lifetime memory.
If you go, check out the historic airport used
during WWII, and eat at the Garlic and Onions
Restaurant--authentic Mexican Food with racer
photos decorating the walls. (Doesn’t look like
much on the outside, but the food is great!!)
Madeline Malmgren, Editor
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EDITORS NOTE:
Correction:
Jim Freeman is the real club VP, my
apologies to he and Mike for the mix up
last newsletter!
Thanks, Nate, for letting me know…
MM
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Evergreen Chapter
Countdown to


1st Day of Spring: less than 6 wks!



Weekend of Swap Meets Apr 25-26



Hood River Run June 25-27th



Tenino Swap Meet August 15-17



Bonneville Speed Week Aug 8-14th

th

Check the website calendar for more info
www.evergreenamca.org

Tom Deem, President
Jim Freeman, Vice- Pres.
Bill Mosiman, Treasurer
Otto Allison, Secretary
Madeline Malmgren, Editor
Chapter meetings around the 3rd
Saturday each month. Everyone
welcome—plan to attend, & invite a
buddy to join.
Evergreen Chapter Website:

.
www.evergreenamca.org
arrive safely in Hood River. We stopped down town at the British pub for some The sun
SeeHood
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theWe
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arrive safely in
River.
stopped down town at the British pub for some
refreshments, before returning to John’s shop.
. The sun started to come out and we had an enjoyable ride down the White Salmon river
canyon. We arrived at the junction of Highway 14 and turned left up river for Hood River.
John turned right at the Hood River Bridge, a long, narrow, all grated bridge very close to
the surface of the river. Grated bridges are not my favorite riding surface, but all prevailed
to arrive safely in Hood River. We stopped down town at the British pub for some
refreshments, before returning to John’s shop.
here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here.
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RIDE ‘EM, DON’T HIDE EM”
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